
FR. S. PAUL LOURDUSAMY, S.J. (65/43)
Died at Belvue Hospital, Kolkata, India, on 22ndNovember 2020

Buried in Dhyana Ashram Jesuit Cemetery, Kolkata on 23 Nov. 2020

Born: 03-04-1955 Ordained :24.04.1988
Entered the SJ: 01-01-1977 FinalVows :22.04.1997

Formation & Studies:
Secondary Education:St. Mary’s High School, Dindigul, Tamil Nadu, 1973
Pre-University Course (PUC): St. Joseph’s College, Bangalore, 1975 (Xavier Hall)
Novitiate: XTTI, Digha Ghat, P.O.,Patna,1977-79 Juniorate: XTTI, Digha Ghat, P.O., Patna, 1979-80
Graduation: B.A. (Pol Sc.), B.N. College, Patna–1981 Regency Yr. 1: Xavier Hall, Bangalore, 1981-82 (6 m)
Philosophy: JDV (Pontifical Athenaeum), Pune, 1982-84 Regency Yr. 2: K.R. School, Bettiah,1984-85
Theology: RTC, Danapur &Vidyajyoti,Delhi,1985-89 Diaconate: New Delhi, 30.01.1988
Ordination: Madurai, TamilNadu, 24.04.1988 Post-Graduation: M. Th., Vidyajyoti,1990-93
Tertianship: St. Stanislaus,Sitagarah;1995 Final Vows: XTTI, Patna, 22.04.1997
Doctorate: Ph.D. in Moral Theology from Leopold-Franzens University, Innsbruck, Austria,1998-2003

Apostolic Assignments as a Priest:
Pastoral Year, Catholic Church,Bettiah,1988-89 Faculty, Regional Theology Centre (RTC), Patna,1992-94
Parish Priest & Vice Superior, Catholic Church, Itarihi1995-97
Province Coordinator for Pastoral Apostolate (PCPA), 1995-97 & 2007-08
Faculty, RTC,Patna,2003-07 Parish Priest, Catholic Church, Barbigha, 2007-08
Parish Priest, Catholic Church,Itarhi,2008-10 Faculty, Morning Star Regional Seminary, Kolkata,2010-13
Faculty, Vidyajyoti,Delhi,2013-16 Rest and assistance in ministries of K.R. Campus, K.R. Bettiah, 2016-17
Spiritual Father, Morning Star Regional Seminary, Kolkata,2017-2020

Fr. S. Paul Lourdusamy, affectionately called ‘Lourdes’, was an unassuming person, who constantly reflected over life
situations. He committed himself for the people of Bihar and adapted their culture, especially of the poor and downtrodden.
He can be called the man of the poor because he truly identified himself with the poor and stood for justice.

As a Pastor, he visited families and came to know them at close quarters, identified his life with them. People could approach
him very easily. He instilled faith formation in the Christian Community and made sure that they were well grounded in faith.
As a Director of studies and Teacher of Theology, he was very loving and caring to the students, walked with them and was a
friend to them. He actively participated in various discussions and always responded assertively from his heart and with his
own personal reflections on anysubject.

Whenever he came to Patna, I had the opportunity of meeting him and he always spoke about his studies and his reflections
on the subject matter. Whenever I inquired about his health and his ministry,he would reply very positively, that he is doing
well. Lourdes would always talk about responding to God’s call in and through his ministry. He would love to meet his
novitiate companions and enquire about how each one is faring in theirministry.

We joyfully and meaningfully celebrated the Silver Jubilee of our ordination;this jubilee program was held at St. Stephen’s
Church, Danapur -we shared the experiences of our priestly ministry for the last 25 years. Fr. Lourdes spoke about his studies
in Moral Theology and his teaching ministry to the theologians. He had well integrated his teaching ministry with his priestly
vocation and thanked God for the 25 years of his priestly life in the Society ofJesus.

Lourdes, you left us so quickly. We shall definitely miss you as a member of Patna Province. God grant you eternal peace. I
am sure now, you are interceding for all of us here on earth especially your Jesuit companions. - Fr. Gregory Gomes SJ

In 1973, we joined as Jesuit candidates in Xavier Hall, Bangalore. We did our PUC together at St. Joseph’s College
Bangalore. Lourdusamy was a good sportsman – good in football and basketball. He was also a good leader, a very loving
person and very cordial in his relationships with others. We were formed by Fr. Joseph Mariannan S.J., in the candidacy.

We arrived in Patna together and stayed in Xavier Hall, St. Xavier’s. Lourdes was a hard working person. He learned the
Hindi language from the scratch. He was very responsible, a silent worker and a person of interiority. He reflected deeply on
various matters. He was a good companion, who supported, encouraged and appreciated others. He was a very loving and
understanding person. He was convinced of his values and firmly stood for them. Very rarely have I seen him getting angry.
He was very dedicated to theology studies and teaching. He enjoyed guiding and helping students, especially in theology. We
used to share freely about our personal lives and our family matters too. He was a very good listener andused to challenge
when it was necessary. He had great pastoral interest and a soft corner for the poor and downtrodden which was expressed in
his ministries.I have lost a good friendandcompanion.

- Fr. Ranjan LazarusSJ


